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ABSTRACT

The origins of this problem go back to one of the many conflicts between society and nature that the
hydrological policies of the late 19th and early 20th centuries in Spain caused. The construction of the
Ebro reservoir, defended as the most economical work of the time in relation to the volume of the
reservoir, was presented as a solution to the frequent droughts in the Ebro valley. The construction of
irrigation and power plants promised to boost the country's economy and would mean significant
demographic, industrial and commercial growth throughout the area.

Upstream, however, a region inhabited by more than 15,000 people would see everything they had
worked for and grown up with disappear under the water. These people, who were mainly livestock
farmers, had terraced land with fertile soil, crops, fruit trees, mining and some glass and crystal
factories, all of which are in danger of disappearing as a result of the construction of the reservoir.

Lorenzo Pardo, the project's architect, wanted the active participation of the people affected.
Although the project had its supporters, it was overwhelmingly opposed by those who saw it as a serious
threat to their way of life. The proposed compensation was insufficient to make up for the huge losses
in livestock, agriculture, mining, glassmaking and infrastructure, especially roads.

The outcome of the conflict, after many twists and turns, ended with the water covering everything in
its path after a civil war that left the country in a complicated situation. Many of those neighbours are
no longer alive to recount their experiences, but the story lives on in the minds of the few neighbours
who still resist in the surrounding area, and in the remnants that appear each time the level of the
reservoir drops.
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RESUMEN

Los origenes de esta cuestion se remontan a uno de los muchos conflictos entre sociedad y naturaleza
generados por la politica hidrolégica de finales del siglo XIX y principios del XX en Espana. La
construccion del Embalse del Ebro, defendida como la obra mas economica de la época en relacion al
volumen embalsado, se presentd como una solucion a las frecuentes sequias en el valle del Ebro. La
implementacion de regadios y centrales energéticas prometia ser un impulso para la economia del pais
y supondria importantes crecimientos demograficos, industriales y comerciales por todo el territorio.

Sin embargo, aguas arriba, una region habitada por mas de 15.000 vecinos veria como todo por lo que
habian trabajado y donde habian crecido quedaria sumergido por las aguas. Dedicados principalmente
a la ganaderia, estos habitantes contaban con terrazgos en suelos fértiles, cultivos, frutales,
yacimientos mineros, asi como algunas fabricas de vidrio y cristal, todos amenazados con desaparecer
debido a la construccion del embalse.

Lorenzo Pardo, arquitecto del proyecto, quiso contar con la participacion activa de la poblacion
afectada. Aunque existian defensores, la opinion predominante era la de los detractores, quienes veian
una gran amenaza para sus formas de vida. Las indemnizaciones propuestas resultaban insuficientes
para compensar las grandes pérdidas en las actividades ganaderas, agricolas, mineras y vidrieras, asi
como en las infraestructuras, especialmente en las vias de comunicacion.

El desenlace del conflicto, tras numerosos giros en su desarrollo, culmina con las aguas cubriendo todo
lo que encuentran a su paso tras una guerra civil que dejo al pais en una situacion complicada. Muchos
de aquellos vecinos ya no viven para contar su experiencia, pero la historia persiste en el pensamiento
de los pocos vecinos que aun resisten en los alrededores y en los restos que emergen cada vez que baja
el nivel del embalse.
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